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Pacific Coast (Dermacentor occidentalis), 
American Dog Tick (Dermacentor 
variabilis)

• Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (11%)

Tick Species at the Preserve

1

Western blacklegged (Ixodes pacificus)

• Lyme Disease (<5%)

[1] https://web.uri.edu/tickencounter/ [2] https://www.msmosquito.org/western-black-legged-tick

[1]
[2]

https://web.uri.edu/tickencounter/
https://www.msmosquito.org/western-black-legged-tick
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Anatomy of a Tick

2 [3] https://ticksafety.com/about-ticks/tick-anatomy/

[2]

https://ticksafety.com/about-ticks/tick-anatomy/


Often on the ends of vegetation leaning into the trail

Where Do Ticks Hide?

3 Full video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcicUNzVDJ0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcicUNzVDJ0


Tick Types Found while Cycling Trails

4



What Trails are Tick Hotspots?
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Walking Survey
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Walking Survey
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Walking Survey
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Walking Survey
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Link to full code on Google Colab: https://colab.research.google.com/drive/1nAtVuguc_2Fb_u_7M5GcYNaNz_0b_YxP?usp=sharing

https://colab.research.google.com/drive/1nAtVuguc_2Fb_u_7M5GcYNaNz_0b_YxP?usp=sharing


Walking Survey
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Link to full code on Google Colab: https://colab.research.google.com/drive/1nAtVuguc_2Fb_u_7M5GcYNaNz_0b_YxP?usp=sharing

https://colab.research.google.com/drive/1nAtVuguc_2Fb_u_7M5GcYNaNz_0b_YxP?usp=sharing


Preference for shade and avoidance of open grasslands.

Ticks Seem to Prefer Shade
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No clear preference.

Either attached to the 
first/second or never.

Fabric Study
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Cycling Style Study
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Habitat for Many!
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• Height at which ticks quest?

• Factors that affect questing? 
Humidity, temperature, clouds, 
weather patterns?

• Plants that ticks quest on? Plants 
affect predation? Camouflage? 

• Tick prevalence before/after fire 
reduction from sheep/goats?

More Questions than Answers

12

Ticks Not Ticks



Tick Safety Measures

13

• Don’t go outside

• Don’t touch vegetation



Tick Safety Measures
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• Don’t go outside

• Don’t touch vegetation

• Wear long pants/sleeves and tuck in where possible

• Check for ticks after touching vegetation

• Ziploc clothes at home

• Ticks are killed with dry heat or soaked in alcohol for a while
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